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On 20 July 1945, in an order of the day, Marshal BStalin stated: "The
Soviet nation wents its naval powers to be further expenfied and strengthemed.
Tev battlechipe erd naval bases are beirg built The following metters arv
nov roder conniderasion for the navel forces: oxtemagive battle mansuverc,
the training of perponnel for highor responsibiiitios,continuows preporation,
ors afficiont organization, and increased diascipline and culimre.”

Thero 1s no need for lengthy analysis of this statement, because it is
obvious that Russia, being & groat military power, is elso trying o become
a great navel power. Russia is not favorndbly located to be a mavel station
Althovph this country is vast and ex*ensive, mc st of 1ts shores ary unsuitad
% navigation. ioreover, the fev shores vhat are suitadble for navigation
are not open to the oceans, but are cn threc dodies of water that are nearly
shut off, the Baitic Sea, the Black Sea, anl the Bea of Jopan. The rest, n
fevw hartors on the shores of the Artic ocean, can be used only a few months
of the yoar. st as in the last 100 years. osa routes connecting the
Black Sea cr the Baltic Sea with other soas .ermot be used duwring wostinmo
¢ they are dlocked off by cnemry or neutral countries.

The anaver to this xoblem 2io: in dividing the Soviet nawval forces
into four independint fleets that would be capeblo of carrying out separate
duties, rather than in having tham organized intn o single floet. It is this
orogren that Russia is now enlisavoring to carry out. She is ilding four
modern fleots, each capeble of dominating its own sea of operetions.

Rusaia previcusly tried to solve this prodlem but vas never guocessful,
Regardlans of the elfectiviness of the mmsl)! govermment dattle fivets
before eter the Great, the molwin Rugsian Navy began with Poter tho Creet.
Peter first realized that being a strong military power, it ves necessary
to kave a strong navy as wll, DNefore beginning the comstxuction plan of
this Jloet, the developmsnt and oonstruction of ceveral Burcpeen navies
were ctndied HBowever, neitber Peter nur any of the ensuing goverrmnts
wag successful in establishing a first~class naval power for Russia.
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One mmdred: and e1ghty yaare AONRIBENELAL, 2 moun Pussts vas w1 i |
o the road towa duilding e nevy capable of matntaining ocufremedy &F tho

sea, with its saperiority lying in gums, the amall Jepanece fleet with
.. mmoch better mtogy o sommend , oomplétely destroyed thd Russien. .

The Buosizs will nevex forget that battle, becauso it posntéd out all
{he doticlercies of ibetr naval organisations. The forces that mede tlio
long, 4iffioult vuyage frvm the Baltic to0 the £ielh of cperatioms alao
sufferei during opsrations beomiss of the oontinvous deficiancy of Materials
anfl pocr Afacipling of peruomw?. Theed forced weie coopletely disublos
in the £ield by & f16t vith o mmoh mmalley foove. Thoes vho sposped lsft
the Pield of sotlom dofeated. Tho immmereble technical fanlts of the
shipe word vevedled. /Ancther principal deficiency wag the leok of aupport
Eremn gronpa Vo oconld not parceive the nsed for & highly technical mrdsrn

This vas slen true of the gemeration preceding the Rumso-Japanses War,
oty but today the USER is egain antioipating Ocamplete success. Few battlaships
SRS - wero bullt after the Russo-Japunese War, although Irogross wes beiig mede
f in Russic by inliviguele who wore contintously working on newv naval
kT congtruoticn. Howgver) as far back as Peter I, ary atmdy of foreign ship-
uidding yavle wvae tsben unier oaroful ccnsideration. Russin took 6 very
Important etep in neval progrose when she bogan hoving shit) desdigns weds
in foreign countriss, bYocange, dus to the lack »f mecessary shipyavis and
trained peroommsl, ghe could not £ind the solution for correoting tho
_ ingortant tocknieosl famlts of ihe Ruselan ghips that took part in the
-..Rusgo-Jopaness War g

Russin gought tho agsistanco of roputable Italian ani French ghip-
, building £irma, smd ships bogan to o laumeched 4in 1011. Fowr of them of
- Ttalisn origin were at lofst 5 yearg cxelaf other nations in meny points
J of modern deadgn. In addition, acme destrogyers of French design wre
emong tho bost torpedo-armed ghips. Ruesia still Dossosses theco shipe,
but they oxe of little use.

Tho Russion Havy pleyed & vory unf*portant role during Vorld War
I. Hor floet was of very littlo aid in the first advenoe operations anmd
vaa offoring no importent. ajd in dafenes of tho lamd mries whan they wem
foycod to rotrest unfer presswrv of Vor Maokencon's aymies. At thet timo,
the Revolution wes <ho final end most crushing blov to tho Rusaian Navy.
It woo not rocognized at that time, Yet in gpite of this, the Ruseisn
Navy otill - exists.

Ao soqn va the new Bovist Goverrment was crganized, and the USE® ggain
booamn & great military power, & plan for the organization and careful
conefderation of & pev Flsst wms drawn up. Teking thy remdants of the
old movy, the Soviet Goverument inhorited a foundation for the nev fleet.
Four warghips, remaining 2rex’ the 0ld govexrmwnt, wore givun new names:

Maret, Porishkaya-Komtr.ana, Obtyabr'ekeys, amd Miihedl Frunze. Thore wore

also sore smaller ghipe that wore left. Unowapleted ghips and those in
rugted coniition since the Revolution reeained as oxcess cruisors, dsgtroye:o,
and anxiliaxy shipe.

The chief duty of the Soviet Ravy was to ootmlete buflding the ships
remainin® fror the forswr navy. Thig bept tho Soviet sgaipyardg dusy wntil
1929. Tieo oruisers were Iroluced: tho Prafintern, the Chervonia-Ukraine,
amd the Kramyy-Xavkas. Theoo three akipe wore all aglov &Ml mesesorthy.
The firct two named weTe of dad design. The thirdvag later modifiss amd
. ] oquipped with 7.1-inch gquns in eingls trrete. It wag fairly ggod armemnt
o fer thig 3,000-ton cruiger, .

From 1004 to 1917, > laxge part of the destrorers at the ahijreMs woro
Wm,mmydﬁmﬂw./
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102G gaw the gecond effort in thoe building of the Boviet Tevy.
aooodance with the Five-Yeax Plan, began building new war-
_ the first ships they bullt vere subearimes.
of B during
vould be their most effective

mops production,
mnll redive of action; (2) the
%0 natior bow close a ooyy tbece large oubs are

in outwvard opposrence, weapons, and tomagr . Although this type was very
quitoble for gwnoral 2leet duties, 1t wae vexry weak in antiaireraft dofonso
as oompored to othor ships in the sams tounsgo class. The Russiens then
turned toverdthe Ttalian £im, Otero-Terli-Oriento, that was building o
gpall sedium-tonnoge-type bhip. Thia fimm promised 35 destroyers of tho
Stoymitel class Thoso were cmallor than the Isaingred class amdl axnotly
11ke the Itellen shims in opsed, foaturing light comstruction, ami lov
supsratructwres. Thope ships have cne less tube thon the formexr tyre;
Pour 12-inch tubes woro installed, sllowing 1t to funotion in narrow vaters.
Moot of the BStermitel-clanas woro built in the Baltio and Blesk Sea ahlp-
vaxds, Jut eome were aleo built at Visiivostok. The Russians now urned
thoir vyec toward the Rast.

Tho new Soviot naval progrem cooploted two typec of large chipe, the
Taghleont-olage torpsio-cruiser and the Kirov-class cruiser. The Tashkent
was & very interesting ship. The Ttaliens vanted to produce this ship for
their own tleet; thorefore tho Rnisiane gave it up

The Kirov cless, vhich tho Rusgiens have beon builfing up 4o U
pregent ig the laxgest of werchip, It hap tho samp charactoristiop
a3 tho Comlottiori-cless (light Italism cxrusier) dbuilt vy the Ansaldo firm,
Tte nine 7.1l-inch guns give the 5,800-ton cru.ser a poworful armefent.
This oslibor was chogen bocsuse it compares with tho axmy weapons. Thls
undfioaticn end exchsnge of emmmition is en exoellent' plan, becsuse in
the long run it viil stanierdize the ojaipvent for a greater mmber ol
small-caliber gune. The Xirov is a Bussian-typs orvissr with Italian-
type machinory using e limited spownt of fvel. In this clags are the
m,mmm,mmm,mmvmmv. Although they
verv oapleted Defcre the USER entored the war, the weapoms of the last

ahips were caxploted many yearc later. The £ifth ship of this class,
the Ehganovich was oomploted in 19%2 et Nikolayev.

The yoar 192k vas un unlucky one for the Sovieta
wncwﬂﬁmdthuMdMMforit.
2 yoors to ehop the Cermans and finally clear them from the USER.
Soviet navnl forves, during this var, wre
wore Quwring World Ver I. Yor this reascn, no Jrogrese
technicil Lmgwoverwnts, However, Soviet ships were as good as, 1f not
botter thas, the enemy ahipe.

Today, tho GER 1e ud against sho samo diffioulty as of tormerly --
the difficnlty of & land nation in beccuing s naval nation. During Vorld
an

Har II, tho Boviet Mavy ves not irdependeni -power as were the Am.rican and
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Britigh navies, but 1t wes oloesly bowrd o the my. This syetem vag the .. .
Tinpst exmaple of unitel ccamand and leadsTanip.. With this command systewn.
tho naval forces warw ontirely under mmy vontrol ani oampletely supported
lend opsruticmt.. Tt ie enderstood that in thia Joinit operetion the navy
functiomd as though it vere a part of the anny.

the Boviet mvel foross hal boen freo from the control

would have boen offective becanse the emexy ghve no
oppoeition in sither the Black Sos ox* the Paltic Sea. Tremsportation could
mmmmatmmmmmm,mnmm
mbsrials for German idustry from Scendinavian countries coull have been
#fectively wtopped. On the other band. the Sowiet Favy ommld hawe 1iPeed
a iarge part of the burdem from ths Americsn and British navies in opposing
the two dangers of Gerwmn subemarines spd surface oraft, ™e two laree
dsstroyers, the 2-35 and the Z-36, which the Russiens claim to bave sk,
wore sunk by minee, ord ot in tho ccurme of battles; 1t is elso doudtful
that tho mines wsae Russian. Becauss of Bussian opsrati-ns, the Osrmens
logt fivo nmodiom toxpedo bDoats, . All of them ghrusk mines 4n the Pinnish
Galf cor Baltie Sea. Iho Gexmans lost a ginglo small varghip by divect
Rusaian atteck. This vas on 18 Auguat , when Fuseien planes smk the
1,100-ton destroyer, T-22, in the Fimmigh Gulf. Xven this ship was not )
supk Wy the Soviet Navy, bocsnsc the attacking planea wore pert of the Red
Alr Forve. Boceuse of thls Joint comnand syotem, the Soviets have mo
vorthy noval adr soxoe. The Soviet neval forces puccessfully csaxfed ...
out limi%ed duties in shore bombardments, in ostablisking beschheads, end
in providing trenspoat and motection for wmy vithirewals. But all theze
accorplisimetts weroe as enother branch of the mamy.

Tho Ruselans now wdlerstend guch a position. Thic iz odvicus in. Stalin's
statement. It is aleo unlerstood that the new Soviet fliut 18 to have
largs-scals reinforcemmnts amd the paval forces will have ccemamd end
leslerschiy indepsndent from the laml forces. During the war, young Admirel
Ttkoley Enznetsov (ki years old} was put in comsemd of the Soviet Navy,
emd othar Positions have been created. Russia made myeat mrogress by
oestadblishing these positions.

2% tho time of tho writing of thic erticle, Russis 1s fourth in world
naval otrength, following UB, Britein, aml Sranco. Acoomding to the progrea
thais ccuntry 1s following, Frence will ghortly be loft behind. Soviet
naval forces, ocpored of modeam ships, are begiining o appear as e
wall-talonced fleut.

At ropent, the three largost varehipe in tho Soviot fiavy ave tho
Arkhangslslk, Orktyabr'skaya Revclutofye, and the Sevagtopoi. The Milhai)
Frunze vas nemed the Par‘shkays Kormma in 1930. The Aricangelak,
formerly the Rayal Sovexr:ign, ib pcw in usadls cundition. The Oictyabr' skayo
Rovolutoiyn and the Sevaurtopol bad bsen built by the Italians Yefore World
Hor X. During World War YI, the Yoraer wes pertly modified, ard itas air
defonse ves incroesod by the lemd-lease aMdition of several singlo 20-ym’'s
and doublo 40'n; the latter wes likeviss mewly miﬁ The Mesat, “ilo
lyinz olong the bhreakvaters of Eronstedt, was by Gortmen plenws,
aol Althoush it vas aot complutely sunk, it vas damaged Loyond ropair.

Bafore the war, the UBER wus tuilding a 35,000-ton battleship that was
in pany recpects similar to e Italian werghip, Ttalia. Construction mm
it wva3 ctopped in 1051, end it coeme there sre ro posstbilities of
somplotine this ship.
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- On the other havd, e SBoviet navhl rogrem dnos not piate much .
1oportence oo battleships becsuse RBuabiste aro giving caveful oconsideretion
%0 the atom doad, mm-,wm,ummm.
mmitmmtwmm:mm«m, apeedy,
and gquick-dispersing ships in their futwre Ticot.

The USER's nov voval program calle eatively for oruisers and mwoh
saeller shipe. mmnmvoma,mmmmmrmmm,
Kirov, lolotov, Voroshilor, spi Kagrnovich, end three more oruisers since
1085, One of them wee built 4n the Black Ses; tho other two, the Vialivoghtok
and the Kolinin, were tuilt in the Par Bugt. With the aid ¢f lend-loase,
wwmmmmnmmmﬁammvmimm
redar. Thvee light oruioers alec wore lent to the Soviets. Among thess 1o
the Milveuiose, vhich ves trensfexred fram the U8 Mavy, The otber two, the
mmmmwm,mmmxmmnwam
tocause they were wery old ships. In the near Puture thoay will either de
gbolighed or used as euxiliary chips.

Thore axe less than ten Leningrai-class ahips thet suxvived the war
unhaxmed . A levgs partd of the prosont 50 Stexmitel-class Gestrogers wore
camplotod since the emd of tho wver. Many of the now Stermitsl-class wers
budlt ot Viedivostck. During the war the Rusgians took four of the old
Amoriomn stosm-driven dostroyers from the Erttish. Thesc ships weie so
warn oud that the British gave them as acrsp irun amd not as sotive-duty
vosaels. .

At the Peginning of 1946, tha Russisnsg obtainod 12 or more Ttalian
oubokne@e which they will bo able tv upe to botter adventage. Thy USSR
al50 obtained vie lend-loase a fow frigates end largs escort shipe. Tuis
is a8 muoh as we Imown choui the pressnt Soviot navalr forces, and we lnow
6vnlapy of tholy futuro anaval construoiiom. To keep the akilied naval
Porscmnel, the USSR 45 edbering to wartims restrictions.

It 15 only nosaible to guess on these matters: cuce in e, viile, vague
informnsion leaks cut, Iox oxampls, 1% 13 Sl W W leavied way e
Russians have large shipyards in the Par Bast thet are entircly given oser
to dullding warshipa, ad why thoy ara lutorested in America's construction
of awxiliary vessels during the lajt years. The UBSR program of future
naval congtruction is & well-Xept sccret.

Thore are a few amall matters of vhich we can guesa; one 1s that for
the firct time in Soviet neval history, they aro building a flying boat.
D.xring thoe vax years, the Rusaians used a )ight flying boat, but there
i no information whether 1t exists at the pwosent. The Russians are
reinforcing their Proific fleet in great mmbers. XL ng doats, of 1little
valne in guch narrow weters as the Baltic and Binsk Soas, are lmown to be
importent in the Pacific. We can gness that a part of the Soviet's Far
East naval construction 1o dewnted to the building of flying boats. Theso
boatsmmobcbl:otﬂnwmnnsliehmmangdvrmgﬂwlm
Years, tmall-tonnage, fleot-escort fiying bouts.

Ve can gtrongly quess at thdse mattere: tho Ruseics teday &re doing
LS Tessarch on two fields of interest to the UB Bavy: guided nmissiles as one
of the navy's woapons; and atomic energy for rossidle futare use in enb-
mrims. Time will tell how much the Russians have acocmpliched $n these
and other mottors of intereat.
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